THE COLLAPSE OF MASSIVE POLAR ICE SHEETS MAY MAKE HEADLINES
BUT, AS THE WORLD WARMS, MORE SUBTLE CHANGES ARE AFOOT.
SNOW THICKNESS IS DECLINING ON MOUNTAIN RANGES EVERYWHERE,
WITH SNOWFALLS STARTING LATER AND ENDING EARLIER EACH YEAR.
THE ALPS, MAIN RECIPIENT OF SNOW FOR THE EUROPEAN CONTINENT,
WERE WARMER IN 1994, 2000, 2002 AND 2003 THAN THEY HAVE EVER BEEN
IN 500 YEARS! PRAYING FOR SNOW MAY NOT BE ENOUGH, BUT THANKFULLY
THERE ARE SIGNS THAT SOME PEOPLE ARE STARTING TO DO THEIR BIT...
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LeveLs oF CO, HAVE RISEN 40% SINCE THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION.
IN THAT TIME, AVERAGE WORLD TEMPERATURES HAVE RISEN STEADILY.

BoLivia’s CHACALTAYA USED TO BE THE WORLD’S HIGHEST SKI RESORT.
THE GLACIER HAS LOST 80% OF ITS VOLUME IN THE PAST 20 YEARS.
IT MELTED COMPLETELY IN 2009, SIX YEARS EARLIER THAN PREDICTED.
SNOW WILL NEVER RETURN AS THE SUN HEATS THE EXPOSED ROCK FACE.

A 1°C RISE IN TEMPERATURE COULD REDUCE RELIABLE SKIING AREAS IN GERMANY BY 60%.
WINTER SPORTS ARE VITAL TO MANY LOCAL ECONOMIES.

IN 2005, 18% OF THE TOTAL SKIING AREA IN FRANCE WAS COVERED BY ARTIFICIAL SNOW.
CoVERING JusT 1 HECTARE Uses 4000M® oF WATER AND 25,000kWH OF ELECTRICITY.
SNOW-MAKING CAN CAUSE SERIOUS WATER SHORTAGES IN SURROUNDING VALLEYS.

LOSs OF SNOWPACK DESTROYS MOUNTAIN ECOSYSTEMS.
PLANTS ARE KILLED BY EXPOSURE TO FROST AND DIRECT SUNLIGHT.
IN 100 YEARS, 80% oF NEW ZEALAND’S MOUNTAIN PLANT COVER MAY BE LOST.
THIs couLb cAuse 200-300 NATIVE ALPINE SPECIES TO BECOME EXTINCT.

HIMALAYAN ICE MASSES FEED THE NINE LARGEST RIVERS IN ASIA.
WHAT HAPPENS AT MOUNTAIN-TOPS AFFECTS WHOLE VALLEYS.
REDUCED SNOWFALL CAUSES DROUGHT IN MAJOR RIVERS.

MOUNTAIN SPORT ORGANISATIONS THE WORLD OVER ARE WORRIED.
CAMPAIGNS LIKE RESPECT THE MOUNTAIN AND SUSTAINABLE SLOPES ARE RAISING AWARENESS.
TO SAVE OUR SNOW, WE NEED TO KEEP POLITICAL PRESSURE UP.
THE MOST POLLUTING PART OF A TRIP TO THE SNOW IS TRAVEL = DON’T FLY.
AspPEN HAs RAISED $1,400,000 IN 12 YEARS FOR SMALL ECO PROJECTS.
LAAX IN SWITZERLAND BURNS LOCAL WOOD WASTE TO HEAT ITS 1,000-BED RESORT.
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